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INVESTING DURING THE CORONAPOCALYPSE
By Thomas Athey
In the last month, the S&P 500, a stock market index that measures the stock performance of 500
large companies listed on stock exchanges in the United States, has lost 25% of its value. Three
times in the last week we have seen trading halts - a temporary suspension of trading due to a 7%
drop in the S&P 500. The coronavirus has officially driven us into a bear market (when the market
is in decline; opposite of a bull market) - something we haven’t seen since the 2008 financial crisis.
This surely is due to coronavirus but there is also a strong possibility that time has come for the
markets to have some pullback… markets have been climbing and reaching new records for 11 years.
Through all the current pandemonium, investors should be seeing this as an opportunity; if toilet
paper went on sale, would you be mad? No, you would rush to your nearest store and buy as much
as you can. I recommend the same for the S&P 500. The S&P, which is essentially buying a piece of
the entire U.S. economy, has never failed - if one tracked it going back 90 years you would find it is
up over 1000% to this day. Through highs and lows, our United States economy always continues to
prosper and buying into the S&P 500 is buying into this economy.
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Meditation

If nothing else, we can at least learn a very important lesson from the coronavirus
pandemic: humans were made to live in paradise on earth, aka Arizona.
John Nicholls, a pathology professor at the University of Hong Kong recently said that
two things that coronavirus can’t handle are sunlight and heat. "The virus can remain
intact at 39 degrees or 50 degrees for a longer period of time," Nicholls said. "But at 86
degrees F, then you get inactivation.”

In Tucson, AZ, there is an average of 3,852 hours of sunlight per year (of a possible
4,383) with an average of 10:32 of sunlight per day. That means it is sunny 87.9% of
daylight hours. The average annual temperature in Tucson is 84 degrees. On average
there are 209 days a year over 80 degrees. Based on average high temperatures each
month, coronavirus would be inactive from April through October.

THURSDAY 3/19

Becoming a man of culture
during Coronavirus,
by Dr. Civantos, MD
SATURDAY 3/21
Movie Discussion

Just sayin...
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TOP 10 IDEAS FOR THE LOCKDOWN
By Justin Reckart

When I talked to some of you last week, there were a few people who were excited about the possibility of a school
closure. But after just a few days, I know some people are already finding quarantine not exactly as exciting as it might
have initially sounded.
Although there are no sports to watch, no restaurants to visit, and limited possibilities of hanging out with your friends,
there are actually a lot of pretty cool things you can do while you’re in quarantine. Here are the top 10 that I came up
with. Choose one that you want to try to do this week.
1. Learn to cook. All the restaurants in Illinois are now closed and it’s only a matter of time before you get sick of
ramen, PB&J, and cereal. Try one of these easy recipes each week to get a little variety (and some actual nutrition) in
your diet.
2. Make a work of art. You can make a movie, choose one of these projects to draw, or write a short story.
3. Start investing. As you already saw on the front page, now may be an ideal time to start an investment portfolio. But
watch out, it’s easy to lose your money if you don’t know what you’re doing. Start teaching yourself about investing here
and test out some ideas on a virtual trading platform.
4. Make your own board game. Thousands of new board games are created and sold through Kickstarter (for more
than $1 billion over the last 10 years). Many of those games started out as creations in people’s homes. Try creating a
board game with your siblings and friends and once you work out the problems, launch it on Kickstarter.
5. Read a book. Among many other benefits of being a man who reads, this study found that the more you read (nonschool books), the higher your future earning potential. Choose a book to read each week from this reading list.
6. Workout. Your sports practices may be cancelled, but you can still stay in shape. Come up with a routine that you
can do at home here.
7. Learn to program. Try one of these Code Academy classes, or learn how Pixar animates, or how the Disney
Imagineers build theme parks.
8. Start a business. The first step to starting a business is finding a need you can solve. Right now there are a lot of
people with needs that you may be able to solve.
9. Go to Mass. You may not be able to attend Mass in-person, but you can actually attend Mass with the Pope every day
here.
10. Host a virtual party. You may not be able to have your friends over to your house, but you can have them over and
do something together through Google Hangouts. Some people have even been playing Mafia and Diplomacy from a
distance.
Have any other ideas? Send them in for the next Coronacle!

